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February 9, 1900 272 

Officers of the Marine- Hospital Service to inspect alien immigrants in Cuba 

and Porto Rico. 

» 

Washington, D. 0., January 20, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 9th instant, inclosing copy of a communication dated the 27th 
ultimo, from Asst. Surg. C. H. Lavinder, United States Marine-Hospital 
Service, stationed in San Juan, Porto Eico, and inviting attention to 
your letter dated September 29, 1899, regarding the medical inspection 
of alien immigrants arriving in that island, and requesting that this 
Department formally assign such inspection to the medical officers of 
the United States Marine-Hospital Service, on account of the danger 
of bubonic plague. 

In reply, I beg to advise you that the military governors of Cuba and 
Porto Eico have been this day directed as requested by you. 

Eespectfully, G. D. Meiklejohn, 

Assistant Secretary of War. 

Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Precautions against plague — (Continued from last issue). 

San Diego Quarantine Station, January 25, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of letter addressed 
to steamship company relative to the importation of such articles as 
lily bulbs, loam-packed eggs, water chestnuts, yams, etc. 

The big steamers have not yet arrived, being long overdue. We 
have made every preparation possible for the fumigation of the hold in 
order to destroy rats and for any other disinfection that may be found 
necessary. 

Dr. Kinyoun has informed me that he has been fumigating vessels 
regardless of cargo and that he has not injured any as yet. So that 
cargo will not, in all probability, have to be removed in fumigation for 
the destruction of rats, excepting articles mentioned in your telegram 
of date January 23, as requiring special disinfection. 

The utmost precaution and vigilance will be exercised in the handling 
of these vessels, and the instructions contained in your telegram of the 
23d instant, as well as the provisions of Department Circular No. 143, 
of date December 8, 1899, will be rigidly enforced. 

The people of southern California look to this Service to protect them 
from the introduction of plague from the Orient and Honolulu, and the 
efforts of the Bureau in that direction seem to be appreciated by them. 
Eespectfully, W. W. McKay, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

[Inclosure.J 

San Diego Quarantine Station, 

San Diego, Cal., January 24, 1900. 
Sib: Relative to our conversation by telephone several days since, regarding the 
importation by your steamers of lily bulbs, water chestnuts, yams, and salt eggs packed 
in loam, I have to state that the following telegraphic order has been received regarding 
these articles : 

"Arrange with steamship lines bringing lily bulbs, water chestnuts, yams, loam- 
packed eggs and similar articles, to have them stored easily accessible on arrival. If 



